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The Yarmouth 
Blessing Team 

Walks of Blessing led by Rev Jackie Maw 

Walks from 

All Saints and 

St Agnes are 

planned for 

September. 
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The Priest in Charge of our four   
churches is   

Reverend Leisa Potter 

Tel: 01983 753078 

Email: revleisa@btinternet.com 

 

The administrator for the 4 churches is: 

Julia Bridgeman 

Tel: 07930 670 772 

Email: fytparishes@gmail.com 
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Few would dispute the Isle of Wight is a beautiful place to live. 

Many people move here at least in part because they love being in 

the natural world and find peace and calm, beauty and delight all 

around them.  For many people it is the place where they feel 

God’s presence and power.  

I have a daily sense of thankfulness and wonder at the gift we have 

been given from our Creator and a deep sense of sorrow that we 

have not cared for the earth as we should.  This has resulted not 

only in loss of species and habitats but the loss of lives around the 

world.  The climate crisis is not just an environmental issue, it is an 

issue of justice and a  lack of love for the billions of people we 

share this gift with.  The Climate Crisis is a deeply spiritual issue 

and requires all of us to have a change of heart in how we           

understand ourselves and our  relationship with the earth. 

Many of us are already responding to the real threat from climate 

change. We seek to live in a sustainable way by reducing our     

carbon footprint, avoiding single use plastic wherever possible, 

reusing, repairing recycling, creating spaces in our garden where 

wildlife can flourish as well as supporting the various conservation 

charities who also lobby and cajole governments to make decisions 

that will enable us all to bring our carbon emissions down and  

protect precious eco systems. 

However, with a crisis as urgent and severe as the one we are      

currently facing, it’s easy to feel guilty that we’re not doing enough 

or so overwhelmed that we simply give up.  

ECO CHURCH -  

Thoughts from Jackie 
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The latest report from The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change is clear that we are facing a crisis of our own making. 

It is undeniable that we have created this eco-mess but it’s also true 

that we can avoid the worst impact of rising global temperatures if 

we continue to work to protect our fragile ecosystem.   

It is important to recognise and affirm all that is already being 

done.  Many areas in our churchyards have been dedicated to 

providing a habitat for wildlife and Sunday by Sunday we pray for 

wisdom in restoring balance to our ecosystem, asking God for    

wisdom in guarding his creation. There have been conversations 

about our use of energy, not always easily resolved in old          

buildings. 

However, as Christian congregations we also need to challenge    

ourselves to go further; to think more deeply and act more            

intentionally about how we reduce the impact of shared church life 

on the planet, as well as work with others to create a sustainable 

living for ourselves and future generations. 

On 20th September there is an event at Brighstone Church which 

will not only enable us to reflect on our relationship with the earth 

but also to come away with practical next steps.   I have invited  

It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the            

atmosphere, ocean and land. Widespread and rapid changes in 

the atmosphere, ocean, cryosphere and biosphere have          

occurred’ 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 9th August 2021 

Sixth Assessment Report (ipcc.ch) 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
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Rev Hilary Bond, a climate activist from Dorset to visit us on the 

island.  She will talk about some of these issues and share some her 

own story.  I also hope Rev Ali Dorey will be able to be with us to 

share her church’s remarkable journey to Eco Church and             

encourage us to look at how we can also work towards an Eco 

Church award.  

Look out for further details at the beginning of 

September, but please put the date in your diary.  

Be part of the conversation.  

Who knows, maybe we are here ‘..for such a time 

as this.’.        Revd Jackie Maw. 

 

Can you help?  

John and Jenny Baldwin (tel. 752643) are having a stall at Shalfleet 

Fete on Monday 30th August to raise funds for Sjogren's               

Syndrome Association (Sjogren's is a little known auto immune 

disease which can have devastating effects on people's lives).        

We are looking for bric-a-brac or similar (not clothing).  

News from our individual FYT churches can be found on pages 

11-27 with news from the Rural parishes on pages 31—33. 

The annual RIDE AND STRIDE  

(https://hihct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/) in aid of the Hampshire and  

Islands Historic Churches Trust will take place on Saturday 11th 

September and our churches will be looking for volunteer ‘Meet 

and Greeters’. Please let the churchwardens know if you can help.  

https://hihct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/
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Are you prepared for a mind-blowing experience:  here, in the 

West Wight? 

On a clear night away from street and domestic lighting, and on 

a night with little or no moon, the night sky in West Wight is 

wonderfully bright with the constellations of bright stars making 

identification not difficult. 

“But I can see so many stars!” Yes, but note how some are much 

brighter than others.  So just concentrate on the brightest, and 

notice how they form shapes or patterns in the sky.  These 

patterns are some of the bright constellations. 

You could start by looking to the south-west as the stars there 

will sink to the horizon in the next hour or so. Then look due 

south and finally south-east where the stars will rise brighter in 

the sky.  Avoid looking due east as the sky-glow from the      

prisons spoils the view. It will help if you can enjoy the night sky 

sitting comfortably in a deck or other chair.  Until you are          

familiar with some star patterns, you don’t need binoculars or 

telescope. 

You may have perfectly adequate views of the night sky from 

your garden.  Good places locally for more serious star-gazing 

are Fort Victoria, Tennyson Down but keep to the north of the 

monument, and the car park at Afton Down.  If you do have a 

pair of binoculars or telescope and wish to use them, ask Paul 
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England or a friend who has already taken this step, if you can 

join them for a sky-watching session, and they will help you. 

So, we are nearly ready to go.  First, just allow your eyes to     

become accustomed to the dark. This could take ten minutes so 

wrap up well.  Looking south-west about half-way up from the 

horizon you will see 3 bright stars in a triangle.  These have 

been named the Summer  

Triangle by Patrick Moore as 

they are highest in the sky in 

the summer months.  

The bright star upper right is 

Vega which is the second 

brightest star in the whole 

sky.  The one upper left is 

Deneb (the tail of Cygnus the 

swan flying down the Milky 

Way – Do you see that? If 

not, look again).  The lower 

one of the 3 is Altair.  

 

Now look due south and see the great square of Pegasus (picture 

on next page). The top left star of the square is Alpheratz and a 

line of bright stars extends eastwards. Just 2 stars above the     

second of these stars is the Andromeda Galaxy, M31, the nearest 

other galaxy to our own Milky Way.  If you have good eyesight 

and are in a dark site you should be able to see M31 as a small 

misty patch.  That will be an important target to explore when 

you use binoculars or telescope. 
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Enough for one night.  Just 3 things to think about.   

 First, Deneb is a super-giant star 

with a diameter 200 times that of 

the sun. 

 Second, and even more mind-

blowing, M31 the small misty 

patch has a mass of a trillion 

(1012) suns.  Really? Yes, really! 

 Third, how great is our God – 

Rejoice! 

The Andromeda 
Galaxy, M31 
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IN YOUR CHURCHYARD.... 
Caring for God’s Acre at Christ Church 

Christ Church Garden of Remembrance. 
 

Like the majority of churches 

in our FYT  area, we have had 

to learn to accept and manage 

the damage done to graves, 

paths and special areas of      

interment by our badger 

friends who have moved into 

our churchyard. 

The PCC at Christ Church have for some time been made aware 

of the distress caused by extensive damage done by badgers to 

the grassed surface of our ‘Garden of Remembrance’ in the 

churchyard where the interment of ashes takes place.  Badgers 

regularly foraged the area at night leaving deep potholes, turned 

over the turf and used the holes as latrines. Despite efforts to 

clear up the mess, fill the holes and repair the damage done, the 

area became unfit for purpose, unattractive and difficult to  

manage.  

A recovery plan has evolved that used some redundant          

materials in the churchyard that will render the Garden of       

Remembrance more attractive to human visitors and hopefully, 

less attractive to foraging badgers. The grassed surface that 

proved so attractive to the badgers as a source of slugs and 
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worms has been replaced by 

a weed membrane and layer 

of Welsh slate.  An Eco-

friendly wood-chip path has 

been laid, the area          

landscaped and re-seeded 

and refurbished churchyard 

benches re-installed.  

We are grateful to a bequest made to the church by                 

Sam Knill-Jones an expert lepidopterist and environmentalist 

who was a long-term member of Christ Church that made this 

project possible and to Les Burden Groundworks who carried 

out the landscaping project. 

It is important to remember that at all of our churches, main-

taining our churchyards and precincts forms an important part 

of our ‘Caring for God’s Creation’. The churchyard balances the 

needs of wildlife, nature, and the environment with the          

important values of peace, contemplation and beauty and      

provides a positive contribution to the amenity of the area and 

as such needs to be well looked after and maintained. 

If you are interested in joining the churchyard team at  

Christ Church or would like further details,  

please contact Robin Gosden on 754110 or e-mail  

churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk directly or via our  

website www.christchuchtotland.org.uk.  

mailto:churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk
http://www.christchuchtotland.org.uk
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Hedge Planting at Christ Church Churchyard 

W e hear a lot now about climate change, the environment 

and rewilding of our natural areas by planting trees. At 

Christ Church Churchyard we have taken advantage of a tree 

planting scheme run by the Woodland Trust who provide free 

trees to schools and community areas who meet the required      

criteria. 

In 2015, we applied for and planted 210 tree saplings to form 

hedging on the North and South churchyard boundaries. The 

theme of the planting was ‘All Year-Round Colour’ and the mix 

of saplings ranged from Hawthorn, Silver Birch, Cherry, Hazel, 

Osier and Rowan. The majority of these have established and 

have been maintained to a height of 1 metre. 6 years on we have 

now applied for an additional 30 saplings to replace those that 

have not flourished and if successful in our application we will 

receive these free trees in November along with spiral guards 

and canes. Trees help fight climate change, lockup carbon,      

lessen the effects of floods and provide a home to a wealth of 

wildlife. If you feel your churchyard could benefit from this 

scheme you can visit their website for further information at 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 

Elder Crab Apple Rowan Wild Cherry 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
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VENUE FOR HIRE 

Christ Church Annex, Alum Bay New Road, Totland 

Available for hire for Social 

events, Meetings,                   

Training Courses etc. 

Kitchen facilities, Toilets,         

Wi-Fi network, Television,       

DVD Player 

For bookings, rates or further 

information please contact: 

Peter Byatt: Tel 01983-755533 or email  

peter.byatt61@btinternet.com 

 

News from  

Christ Church 

Lorraine and Jonny Lord  
will be hosting a  

Macmillan Coffee Morning at  
The Cottage, Church Hill, Totland Bay 

(opposite Christ Church) 

on  

Friday 24th September 
10.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon 

All Welcome! 

Please bring your appetite,  
your news and your wallet/purse! 

mailto:peter.byatt61@btinternet.com
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 A MODERN MIRACLE 
 

Do we see miracles around us today?  I believe we do.  

I have always had indifferent eyesight.  I started 

wearing glasses at the ripe old age of 2½ - little 

round pink ones. Over the years, eye care has 

improved hugely – glasses too! 

Six months ago, my eyesight had become so poor that I could no 

longer read even large print and I’d had to stop driving.  I could 

only read recipes using a high powered magnifying glass.     

Colours were subdued and images indistinct. I was dazzled by 

bright lights. I was referred to a consultant and told I had Fuchs 

Dystrophy, a condition where the inner surface of the cornea 

becomes crazed – “like frosted glass”, he told me.  I had            

cataracts too.   

The consultant told me that after surgery, I could expect at least 

the eyesight standard I had 20 years ago, but now, two                

operations later, and thanks to the God-given skills of the      

surgeon, and the selfless gift of cornea transplant tissue from 

two people I’ll never know, I can see better than I can ever      

remember.  In Junior Church, we used to sing “He gave me eyes 

so I could see the wonders of the world”.  And that’s where I am 

now.   As Paul says in Ephesians 3, “by the power at work with-

in us [He] is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 

can ask or imagine.”   

JANE WALTON 
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Mick Dennison 

I would like to thank all our friends in our church family for the 

kindness shown to Mick & me during the past few years, while 

Mick was having stepped-up treatment for prostate cancer. 

We had planned to move closer to our youngest daughter then 

lockdown put a stop on life generally.  However, as Mick’s health 

declined a move was inevitable. I still plan to go ahead with the 

move in the next couple of months. 

Mick stopped responding to treatment following a gruelling course 

of Radium 223 which entailed monthly trips to Southampton 

throughout the autumn lockdown. In April a further course of 

chemotherapy had to be stopped. It was pointless experiencing the 

side effects without seeing a positive effect on the disease. From 

mid-April the down-hill run was rapid and Mick sadly died on 1st 

June. 

Throughout all the lockdowns we had tremendous help and      

support from the local community, close friends and neighbours 

for which we were very grateful. Dr Banna (Queen Alexandra  

Hospital), his team of nurses in St. Mary’s and Sonya at Brookside 

as well as all those who preceded them over the past 13 years     

deserve my thanks. When the hospice took charge Mick got the 

care he needed. 

Mick loved St. James’ and it was his pleasure to serve as Church-

warden alongside Janet. 

So finally, I ask you all, as a legacy to Mick to love St James, to love 

each other and always be kind as he tried to be. 

Roz 
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 Tea and Cake in All Saints Church on  August Bank           

Holiday Monday – see below 

 Mothers Union— Tuesday 7th September, 2.30pm in 

Freshwater Parish Hall. Theme: What we did in Lockdown. 

 Flower Festival - October 1st to 4th inc.  See facing page. 

 Harvest Festival - Sunday 3rd October 

 Harvest Supper - Friday 8th October in the church hall. 

News from All Saints  

and St Agnes 
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The Flower Festival that was planned for last year and had to be       

postponed is now going to take place over the first weekend in                

October. Our theme, which we had planned for last year, is ‘God’s 

Creation’ illustrating Genesis Chapter 1 which describes the       

different days of creation and The Garden of Eden.  

Although the Flower Festival is taking place later in the year than 

usual, the theme fits in very well with the season of creation. The 

West Wight Floral Art Society have very kindly agreed to do the 

arrangements. 

We are hoping to make it a weekend of celebration which will     

include our Harvest Festival, a social evening on the first day with 

wine, cheese and some musical entertainment. We also hope to 

have a Sunday Evening Service with hymns chosen by the flower 

arrangers. The money raised will be shared between the Church 

and the IOW Youth Trust. 

We will need volunteers to act as stewards during the festival. 

A coffee morning has been planned for Tuesday Sept 2nd at      

Mardon if fine or the Parish Hall if the weather is bad, to raise  

money for the flowers. 

After all the restrictions of lockdown I do hope the festival will be 

as successful and enjoyable as it has been in previous years. 

Julia Sheard 

ALL SAINTS FLOWER FESTIVAL 

October 1st—4th 

GOD’S CREATION 
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VENUE FOR HIRE 

THE FRESHWATER PARISH HALL 

VICTORIA ROAD, FRESHWATER 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE FOR SOCIAL EVENTS, 

MEETINGS, COURSES ETC 

KITCHEN FACILITIES  

FOR BOOKINGS, RATES OR FUTHER INFORMATION 

CONTACT: 

JENNY CRATES ON 01983 753136  

OR EMAIL: crate99@yahoo.co.uk 

OR SPEAK TO PETER AND CHERIL - THE ALL SAINTS 

AND ST AGNES CHURCHWARDENS 

PARISH GIVING SCHEME 

Along with Christ Church, All Saints and St Agnes are 

now part of the Parish Giving Scheme - making             

donations and regular giving easier for all concerned. 

For more information check out the Parish Giving 

Scheme website  - www.parishgiving.org.uk . For those 

from All Saints and St Agnes wanting to learn more 

about the Scheme and Church Stewardship in general, 

it is anticipated that the subject will form part of a dedi-

cated service at All Saints, in the Autumn.  

For further information in the meantime do speak to 

Julia (FYT Parishes Administrator) or Sheila Spivey (The 

Parish Giving Scheme project leader for All Saints and 

St Agnes) or Lesley Kirk for Christ Church. 

mailto:crate99@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.parishgiving.org.uk
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Sunday 1st August 2021 was a special day for the bell ringers at 

All Saints’ Church, Freshwater and the other 150 church bell 

ringers across the Island. It was the first Sunday since before the 

Covid lockdown that all six bells at Freshwater could be rung. 

The local ringers were John Smith (Tower Captain), David     

Cobbett, Richard Fenton and Lesley McMahon-Hathway; they 

were joined by visitors Graham and Viv Nobbs, members of the 

All Saints’ Church, Ryde band. Folk were delighted to hear the 

majestic and familiar sound of the bells. John Smith said: “The 

ringers received very positive comments from parishioners - 

they were delighted to hear all six bells ring out in their majestic 

glory over Freshwater once again”.  

All Saints Bells make a 
Welcome Return  
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Tom and Amy John and Vivien 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE LATE SUMMER WEDDINGS OF: 

Dan & Daisy and Tom & Victoria at All Saints 

Tara & Guy and Lizzie & Peter at St James 

It’s been a tough time for wedding couples with delays and     

postponements but happily we have seen a number of weddings 

and a renewal of vows in our churches this summer,  

with more to come. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

David & Rowanna and Adam & Louisa - married at St Agnes 

Tom & Amy - married at All Saints  

William & Cecily - married at St James. 

John and Vivien – who renewed their vows at St Agnes  
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Anna Chaplaincy 
            for Older People   
      an update from Anne Powell 

 

Following on from the article I wrote for the last 

FYT parishes magazine, it as been suggested that I 

might like to tell you a little more about the Anna 

Chaplaincy and how I see the development of my 

role. 

Firstly some background to my journey which has been rather like 

a jigsaw! I retired in 2006 and up until then had always been a 

committee person, PCC, Deanery Synod and heavily involved with 

Churches Together in West Wight. One night whilst trying to fall 

asleep after a rather frustrating meeting, I received what some call 

a “God Prod” telling me that I should be looking to follow another 

route. That was just the kickstart I needed! 

I had already shown an interest in the Acorn Christian Listening 

courses which at that time were being offered at Carisbrooke       

Priory, and completed both  “Learning to Listen” and the “Called 

to Listen” courses. Brian and Barbara Wilson were looking for 

someone else to take over Pastoral visiting within All Saints parish 

following their many years of sterling service, so I put myself     

forward, that was my first step and the first piece of the jigsaw! 

The second piece: Chris and Eva Murphy were retiring from      

running the Traidcraft shop and it was felt strongly within  

Churches Together that we should continue to have a Traidcraft 

presence locally. With great support from Revd Glenn Ford, at that 

time the local Methodist Minister, four of us set up Oasis in the old 

Wesley Hall as a “drop in” on Monday mornings together with a 

Traidcraft Stall. It is wonderful that Oasis continues to operate and 

grow from strength to strength, now in the far more comfortable 

surroundings of the Freshwater Methodist Church. 
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The third piece of the jigsaw was when I replied to an advertise-

ment from the Revd Gregory Clifton Smith, Senior Chaplain at 

St Mary's hospital, who was looking for volunteers to become 

Chaplaincy Ward Visitors. I was given a very thorough training 

before I was allowed on the wards! It was interesting how       

similar in certain areas this training was to the Anna Chaplaincy 

training course I undertook earlier this year. It was a privilege to 

serve under 3 different Chaplains during my 12 years at St 

Marys, learning something from each of them. 

It was during this time that I started to feel a calling to the      

ministry of becoming an Anna Chaplain. Following some very 

supportive and encouraging conversations with Revd Leisa and 

approval from the PCC in February, I enrolled for the Anna 

Chaplaincy online training course held in March and April. This 

was a very interesting programme requiring several hours of 

preparation, research and homework for each of the 6 sessions. 

One of the early sessions was on “Knowing your Patch”! You 

could say that having lived in Freshwater Bay for 52 years, I 

would know the “Patch” pretty well but I need to get to know it 

a little better! 

So this is where I have started whilst I wait for the legal bits to 

be completed in order for me to use the name “Anna Chaplain”. 

Anna Chaplain is a Trade Name which requires a Licence 

Agreement to be signed by the Parish with the Bible Reading 

Fellowship of which Anna Chaplaincy is a part. I will be         

licensed to the West Wight Mission Community, specifically in 

the parish of All Saints and St Agnes. 

I have spent the past 6 weeks or so visiting several of the local 

groups; meeting folk, making contacts and getting to know 

those running the groups and those who come along. To date I 
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have visited Oasis, Our Place, the Reminiscence Group, The 

“Singabout“ run by Independent Arts and the Alzheimer's Cafe. 

I have been made most welcome wherever I have been and have 

been very impressed by the level of commitment and support 

by those doing all the hard work. There is a clear need for these 

groups amongst the community in West Wight, there are a good 

number of folk who attend at least 3 groups weekly. Thank you 

to all of you who turn up every week so that the groups can go 

ahead. I have also made contact with several organisations in-

volved with our community, more news on that in the next FYT 

parishes magazine. 

In the meantime, despite Christmas still being a few months 

away, I thought the knitters amongst you might be interested in 

knitting some Christmas Angels or Holding Crosses so that we 

can give them to our many elderly folk at Christmas, the 

patterns are available within the magazine or by contacting me. 

If you would like more information, please look at the following 

website: www.annachaplaicy.org.uk or contact me (754148) for 

an informal chat. 

Please hold me in your prayers as I move to develop my       

ministry. 

Thank you! Anne 

The knitting patterns referred 

to by Anne are on the next 2 

pages. 

http://www.annachaplaicy.org.uk/
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KNITTED  

 CROSSES 

1. Using double knitting 

yarn and 4 mm needles, 

cast on 10 stitches 

2. Knit 28 rows 

3. Cast on 6 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows 

4. Knit 10 rows 

5. Cast off 6 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows 

6. Knit 14 rows 

7. Cast on 6 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows 

8. Knit 10 rows 

9. Cast off  6 stitches at the beginning of the next 2 rows 

10. Knit 28 rows on the remaining 10 stitches 

11. Cast off leaving a length of wool for sewing up 

12. Fold in half and sew up putting a little stuffing between 

the two crosses being sewn together. 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL 
You will need:  

 Wool (in any yarn or colour) 

 Knitting Needles, size 8 – 10 

(3.25mm/4mm) 

 Darning Needle 

 Small amount of Stuffing 
Pattern on next page 
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Cast on 48 stitches 20) Purl Row 

1) Knit Row 21) K2 Tog, K4 , repeat until end 

2) Purl Row 22) Purl Row 

3) K2Tog, K10, repeat until end 23) Knit Row 

4) Purl Row 24) Purl Row 

5) Knit Row 25) Knit Row 

6) P2Tog, P9, repeat until end 26) Purl Row 

7) Knit Row 27) Knit Row 

8) Purl Row Change Colour to create face if you wish 

9) K2Tog, K8, repeat until end 28) Purl Row 

10) Purl Row 29) Knit Row 

11) Knit Row 30) Purl Row 

12) P2Tog, P7, repeat until end 31) Knit Row 

13) Knit Row 32) Purl Row 

14) Purl Row 33) Knit Row 

15) K2 Tog, K6 , repeat until end 34) Purl Row 

16) Purl Row 35) K2 Tog, repeat until end 

17) Knit Row 36) Purl Row 

18) P2 Tog, P5, repeat until end 37) Knit Row 

19) Knit Row 38) P2 Tog, repeat until end 

Using a darning needle, thread the end of the yarn through the stitches 

and tighten to create top of the head. Turn angel inside out and sew up 

the head and the body. Take a small amount of stuffing and place at the 

top of the head, then thread some yarn between stitches and pull loosely 

together to form the neck. 
 

ANGEL WINGS:  
cast on 27 stitches: Knit 2 rows, decrease at each end of 

Row 3, Row 4: Knit, then Knit 12 rows, decreasing at each 

end. Cast Off and stitch wings to the body of the angel. 

ANGEL BODY:  
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The end of July saw the return of our Summer Holiday Bible Club. 

This was the first year in which the event was held at St Saviour’s 

Primary, and a big thank you goes to all the staff who were so    

accommodating and supportive towards us.  

Children joined us for three       

mornings packed with activities, 

games, drama, songs, prayer and 

crafts – all of which explored the sto-

ries of young Biblical heroes. We 

learnt from the examples of Samuel, 

David and Josiah, and celebrated 

that Jesus is the greatest hero of them 

all.  Together we memorised 1 John 

4:14, and unpacked what it means to 

say that Jesus is the Saviour of the 

world.  

Each day there was a focus on a 

different part of God’s Superhero     

Armour (based on Ephesians 6) – 

and songs to go alongside which  

involved our Swords of the Spirit, 

Shield of Faith and Belt of Truth.  

We even had a visit from               

Spiderman, and Captain Marvel was 

heavily involved! It was particularly 

wonderful to be able to sing with the 

Holiday Bible Club 2021 
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children once more, and to hear them 

spontaneously singing “Our God is a 

Great Big God” as they went from      

activity to activity!  

Another highlight was the way in 

which our teenage helpers stepped up 

in the dramas, got alongside the children, encouraged the team in 

prayer and took on the leading of activities – growing in               

confidence themselves. We were able to thank our teenage helpers 

the following week with a  Pizza Hut and Cinema trip, which       

created a good deal of excitement and fun.   

The whole of the Holiday Bible Club team was wonderful, with 

everybody adding to the welcoming and positive atmosphere that 

was created for the children. Our 

heart was for the children to 

know that Jesus loves them, is for 

them, and wants a relationship 

with them today – and this will 

continue to be our prayer long   

after all the Superhero capes have 

been packed away! 

Faye Smith, Youth Leader WWCYP       https://www.wwcyp.com/ 

The Isle of Wight Cantata Choir invites you to a  

SINGING DAY with BOB CHILCOTT 

Saturday 11th September 2021, 9.30am—4.45pm 

St Catherine’s Church, Ventnor PO38 1SW 

For all information and to book tickets visit 

www.iowcantatachoir.co.uk/events 

https://www.wwcyp.com/


30 

Worship Returns to Carisbrooke Priory 

All being well, we hope to  recommence our services of worship at 

Carisbrooke Priory in September. 

Initially, this will take the form of 

a monthly service, with healing 

as the main theme, and will take 

place on the first Thursday of the 

month at Noon.     

 

The first of these services will be held on                                  

Thursday 2nd September, and will be led by Rosie Deedes,       

who will focus on healing our griefs.  It is hoped that future 

themes will include healing our planet, our homes and families, 

hurts and relationships.  There will be an opportunity within the 

services to receive prayer for yourself, or for others. 

The Priory Tea Room will not be fully open on Thursdays for the 

time being, but there will be an opportunity to share fellowship 

over a hot or cold drink before the service, and if you would like 

to bring a packed lunch with you, we can continue that fellowship 

after the service, again with hot or cold 

drinks available. 

If you would like more information, do 

please contact Maxine at the Priory on 

01983 523354. 

We look forward to seeing you! 
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Shalfleet Village Hall Management Committee were delighted to 

welcome Rev. Jackie Maw and local parishioners to an Open Day, 

held on 7th August.   The event aimed to showcase the lovely hall 

and grounds, to share its history (including the renovation project 

undertaken in 2010/11), provide an overview of current activity 

and events, and gather ideas for the future.  The event also raised 

awareness of the local wildlife and plants, and the need for         

conservation of the meadow and hedgerows.  Visitors were       

provided with refreshments throughout the day, and many stayed 

to chat and catch-up with friends old and new.  We were pleased 

to have a representative of the Shalfleet and Ningwood Women’s 

Institute with us; the WI being just one group who have recently 

returned as regular users of the hall.  Some excellent suggestions 

were made for future activities, including those which focus on  

the themes of Creation, conservation, and wildlife.  Above all, it 

was good to feel a happy ‘buzz’ and enjoy the opportunity for      

fellowship and fun after the long months of lockdowns and        

closures.   

We warmly welcome our neighbouring parishioners to activities 

and events at the Hall; we also 

hope to see many of you at the 

Shalfleet Village Fete on August 

Bank Holiday Monday. 

For more information, including 

how to book the hall for family, or 

other events, visit:            

shalfleetvillagehall.org.uk 

shalfleetvillagehall.org.uk
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The morning was warm and sunny, the chairs were out, the 

mics set up and the keyboard plugged in. This was the first time 

that the pet service had not been a Benefice service. Would it be 

a success? 

Yes, it would! We had double our normal congregation plus 

hairy pets. The congregation was made up of visitors from the 

mainland, friends from churches in Chale and Brighstone, and 

our Methodist church, alongside our own parishioners. As you 

can see from the photos, in the past, we have had animals of 

different sorts but this year our hairy congregation was made 

up totally of dogs. 

We started the first hymn, a version of All things bright and 

beautiful.  

Dogs and cats  

and goldfish, 

budg’rygars and mice, 

guinea pigs and rabbits, 

he made our pets so nice. 

All things bright…. 

He gave us hands  

to stroke them, 

and lips that we might tell, 

how great is God Almighty. 

who made our pets so well. 

All things bright…. 

‘Dibley’ 

comes to 

Shorwell 

 

July 2021 
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But it was so hard to sing the words, as our hearts filled with 

laughter, because our hairy friends lifted their voices in ‘unison’ 

with ours, almost drowning us out. They continued to join us in 

each of our hymns.  

We were introduced to the pets by their 

owners and prayed for working animals 

and pets who give so much comfort. 

During the rest of the service, we heard of 

God’s creation and we prayed that we 

would be good stewards, caring for the world and protecting it 

as we should.  

We blessed the pets individually and 

our final hymn summed up our 

gratefulness for creation and for the 

love of God who made all things - 

O Lord my God! When I in awesome 

wonder consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, thy power throughout the 

universe displayed; 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, how great thou art, how 

great thou art!  

In the past after the blessing, we have 

served refreshments in the church. 

This year that was impossible but it 

was so nice to see people lingering in 

the churchyard enjoying a chat.  
 

Revd Linda Bushell 
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Contact Pam Wedgwood on 

754767 or 07729 938893 

Community Groups 

Restarts Wednesday 
6th October, 10:30—12  

Freshwater Methodist 
Church 

The West Wight  

Dementia Choir 
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Restarts Thursday 
September 2nd 

Not just for those with 
memory problems! 

Restarts Tuesday 
September 7th 

Look out for a new ‘Our Place’ starting in Totland 

 

Christ Church Annex 

Mondays 2–4 

Starting September 6th 
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