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Christian Aid Week | 10 - 16 May 

2021 

It is this time again !! The worldwide need 

is even greater with the Pandemic and Climate 

Change. It has not been possible to plan some of our usual activ-

ities due to the uncertainty of restrictions but all is not lost! 

There are many resources and information online for those who 

can! There will be envelopes in our churches for those who wish 

to give cash. Please can these be returned to: Janet Harding 

761260, 7 West View, Victoria Rd. Yarmouth.  

This year, your gifts will help communities in Kenya to access a 

reliable water source supporting them to provide for their        

families and survive this climate crisis.  For donating on line, 

please go to our bespoke West Wight giving page which also 

details how much specific items would cost e.g. £10 for a pair of 

taps at an earth dam; £27 for a wheelbarrow to help build an 

earth dam; £42 for a large bag of  cement. 

 https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/west-wight-

christian-aid-group-christian-aid-week-2021 

Had your Covid   

vaccination?  

Why not give 

thanks by way of a 

donation to help 

fund vaccinations 

and/or life saving hygiene projects in poorer countries? More ideas 

here: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-

thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/west-wight-christian-aid-group-christian-aid-week-2021
https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/west-wight-christian-aid-group-christian-aid-week-2021
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-donate/give-thanks-your-coronavirus-vaccine
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The spiritual writer Thomas Merton said the following: You do not 

need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly where it is all 

going. What you need is to recognize the possibilities and challenges 

offered by the present moment, and to embrace them with courage, 

faith, and hope.  

As we look to the future with hope and learn to live life fully in these 

new times together, I invite you to consider the caterpillar. Does it 

think of flying when it is earthbound with a slug like body and tiny 

legs? Does it know it has a destiny more  beautiful and adventurous 

than it can imagine? One day that caterpillar crawls up a tree, exudes 

a little glue, and spins a chrysalis around 

itself, following an ancient pattern  infused 

into its DNA. In time the chrysalis will 

shake and vibrate with convulsive move-

ments. Within that cocoon, wings unfold 

to reveal beautiful colours or stripes. Soon 

the new creature emerges as a butterfly, 

ready to soar in the winds, over fields and 

fences, free to live to its full potential, however short or long its life 

might be. 

A metamorphosis has changed the body and nature of the caterpillar. 

I wonder what changes will emerge in the nature and body of the 

church, as part of our local and global communities? 

Our patterns, of church and community living, those set into our 
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DNA, have been changed during Covid. So, we have an incredible 

opportunity to embrace change, together. Not to change everything 

but to recognise the possibilities and challenges offered by the      

present moment and to embrace them together with courage, faith, 

and hope.  

The West Wight Mission Community began to emerge 3 years ago 

in April 2018. Now is the time for us to imagine a further purpose 

and future mission for our churches and communities, across the 

West Wight. With Rev Jackie Maw now with us, we will continue 

onwards with our journey of faith, the destination not fully known 

but revealed in our following of Jesus. Growing into the change 

that we know is needed in ourselves; and the change that we long 

and hope for in the church, in our communities, and in the world 

around us. 

When God created the world, He planted the hope of the resurrec-

tion into the structure and make up of His creation. Everywhere 

we look, we see the pattern repeated, in multitudes of poetic and 

practical ways. Jesus set the precedent by dying and rising in new 

life for us all. Through Him we experience the hope of a            

transformed life, and the love that will carry us through the joys 

and challenges of these days, with courage, faith, and with the 

hope of change. 

Rev Leisa 

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 
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It is not surprising to learn that during lockdown there was an 

increase in the number of people praying.  According to a sur-

vey published by the charity Tearfund, one in twenty adults 

said they had started to pray over the past year.   Overall, fifty-

one percent of adults pray at least once a month. 

Their motivations were many and varied.  For some, praying 

was a means of comfort and hope, for others it was a way of 

connecting with God and about a third prayed because they   

believed it made a difference.  

One of the most well-known prayers, the Lord’s Prayer,          

includes the phrase ‘Thy Kingdom Come’.  When we pray that, 

we are  asking that God’s just and loving kingdom will be seen 

in our world so that we may all share in the Creator’s peace and 

plan for the world. 

As part of making a difference, 

the churches of the West Wight 

Mission Group will be joining 

many others across the island, 

the UK and indeed around the 

world to join with the ‘Thy 

Kingdom Come’ initiative        

between 13th -23rd May in which 

we are invited to pray for our 

friends and neighbours.  

Let Us Pray 
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We will be providing resources and sharing creative ways of 

engaging in prayer so do look out for our Facebook pages and 

websites for prayer ideas.  I’m hoping some people will join me 

on a Prayer Pilgrimage on Saturday 22nd May in walking the 

Tennyson Way from near Brighstone to the Needles, in small 

groups and socially distanced of course.  Contact our office for 

more details.  

Throughout this time we will be praying for 

God’s blessing on our communities and our 

eco-system, so that together our human and 

non-human lives may flourish and grow in 

sustainable ways.  In the process we hope to 

come to know more of God’s presence and 

love in our lives. 

You can find out more by going to https://

www.thykingdomcome.global/ where there are prayer re-

sources for all ages and contexts, including schools.  Discover 

ways of joining in by going to our Facebook pages West Wight 

Rural Parishes and The FYT Parishes. We will be sharing our       

experience of praying and would love to hear yours.  

By the way, my name is Jackie Maw and I’m the new Team  

Rector for the West Wight Mission Group.  

Please do say hello if you see me out and 

about. 

Jackie 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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St. James Yarmouth 

Thank you to all in the FYT Parishes who planned and           

contributed to the many services and events over Holy Week 

and Easter. It is good to share the opening up of our churches 

again. We are grateful to Julia and Leisa for all the work that 

goes into our FYT Bulletin and the Zoom services (Christ 

Church has very clever technical servants!)  

We send our love to so many of our Church Family who are not 

fit enough to worship with us this spring. Please keep in touch 

and contact us if we can help you in any way. You are not for-

gotten! 

Many will notice scaffolding up again on St. James. Following 

an independent survey, more investigations have to be carried 

out to address the water ingress. We will keep everyone in-

formed. 

We are so grateful to Betty and Harald for their organ playing, 

and their regular leading of services. We are now in the urgent 

position of looking for an organist to help (or a pianist who 

would like to learn to play our organ.) Do you know anyone 

with that talent? 

Mentioning talents!!  I do believe that God gives us the talents  

needed if everyone shares the gifts they have! There are many      

unseen tasks behind the scenes in a church organisation and St. 

James needs some extra pairs of hands.  We are looking for help 

with secretarial and finance work as well as cleaning and       

gardening.  

I am happy to be the local contact for Yarmouth Church. Please 

get in touch if you have any concerns or questions.  

Janet Harding 7 West View Victoria Rd. Yarmouth PO41 0QW.  

Tel. 761260         Email: rmjmiow@btinternet.com 
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Perspective 

As I grew older I came to realise that everything that is a part of 

life is inevitable to it and must therefore be good. I could not be 

borne high upon the crest of ecstasy and joy unless I also knew 

the dreadful depths of the trough of the great waves of life.  

I could not be irradiated by such love without being swept by 

the shadow of despair. The rich teeming earth from which all      

beauty comes, is fed with decay. Out of the sweat and labour of 

men grows the corn. We were born to die. If death was not, life 

would not be either. Pain and weakness and evil, as well as 

strength and passion and health, are part of the beautiful 

pattern of life. As I grew up I learned that life is richer and fuller 

and finer, the more you can understand (not only in your brain 

and in your intellect) but in your very being, that you must     

accept it all, without bitterness, the agony, and without        

complacency, the joy. 

Helen Thomas- World Without End 

Working Together 

In a bicycle – if God is the hub – we are the 

spokes.  If our priority is having a better 

relationship with God, then we                  

automatically draw closer together.  

An adaptation of St. Richard of Chichester’s 

prayer could challenge each one of us in the FYT parishes to use it every 

day. Janet Harding. 
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Much time and effort go into looking after and maintaining our 

lovely church buildings and often little thought is given to the 

land that surrounds it. Maintaining the churchyards and       

precincts of our churches forms an important part of our ‘Caring 

for God’s Creation’. Churchyards are becoming particularly im-

portant fragments of ‘un-improved’, wildlife-rich grassland that 

are an important refuge for various species within this rapidly 

disappearing habitat.  

Churchyards are a haven for wildlife; birds can nest and feed in 

them, different wildflowers and grasses grow in them, that      

encourage bees and butterflies. The Pines and Conifers at Christ 

Church form an important feature providing a home and food 

for our native Red Squirrels. Churchyard headstones form a 

home to over 300 species of the lichen ecology. 

The churchyard balances the 

needs of wildlife, nature, and 

the environment with the       

important values of peace,        

contemplation and beauty and 

provides a positive contribution 

to the amenity of the area and as 

such needs to be maintained. 

 If you are interested in joining the churchyard team at Christ 

Church or would like further details, please contact Robin 

Gosden on 754110 or e-mail  

churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk      

directly or via our website www.christchuchtotland.org.uk.  

IN YOUR CHURCHYARD.... 

Caring for God’s Acre at Christ Church 

mailto:churchyard@christchurchtotland.org.uk
http://www.christchuchtotland.org.uk
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Loving God,  

we seek your presence in the silence beyond words, 

looking to you for comfort, strength, protection and reassurance. 

Breathing with gratitude, holding on to hope. 

Trusting with faith that you are still God  

in the midst of the turmoil; 

and that your love reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Be present with us now  

and carry us to the breaking in of a new dawn.  

Amen 
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Faced with another Easter without being able to remember,    

reflect and celebrate as we had hoped, All Saint’s decided to try 

something a little different to welcome our community into the 

HOPE Jesus provides. The little team, aided by a ‘creative’     

two-year-old, set about designing a socially distanced walking      

treasure hunt; each piece of treasure was hidden within the 

words of the Easter Story.  

The wonderful local schools sent their pupils off on their Easter 

holiday armed with a treasure hunt sheet to share with their 

family. The treasure hunt route began at Freshwater Library  

before winding along Longhalves path and culminating at      

All Saint’s Church. Once our keen treasure hunters had arrived 

at their destination, they were invited to add a thought of hope 

or thanks to our ‘washing line of hope’ situated in the beauty of 

the churchyard.  

We were delighted to see so many families and individuals 

wandering the route with intrigue and excitement. Forty        

messages were left on the washing line and nineteen entries 

were submitted to the prize draw – all of them from under 11’s 

who now know a little more of the hope found in Jesus and the 

love He has for them.  

All Saint’s Freshwater  

Easter Treasure Hunt 2021 

Good Friday (2nd April) to Friday 9th April 
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We have invited all the young treasure hunters, and their grown

-ups, to visit us again. They have all received wildflower seed to 

scatter in the churchyard alongside a warm welcome to join us 

for fellowship on a Sunday. 

Huge thanks to Jill, Sallie and Leisa who helped make the      

treasure hunt happen. So many people commented on how 

beautiful the churchyard was looking so thanks must also go to 

all the gardeners who keep it looking so welcoming.   
 

Rosie, Jon and Herbie. 
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Good Friday at All Saints 

Service of Light at St Agnes Easter Sunday at St Agnes 

Good Friday at Christ Church 
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St James at Easter 

Christ Church St Agnes 
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It is a classic story! 

It was a job for somebody, anybody could have done, but nobody 

did! What am I referring too? Our washing line of Hope during 

Easter. We have a picture of when the washing line went up but 

no picture of it when it was full! However we have moved our 

crosses and eggs with prayers on to a tree in the churchyard, so 

we now have a prayer tree! 

Huge thanks to Rosie, Jonathon and Herbie for coming up with 

the idea and seeing it through. It was a huge success. I had lots of 

conversations in the churchyard with visitors who admired it. I 

was chatting earlier in the week to visitors who were admiring 

our prayer tree.  

Many thanks for all who made this a success. 

Jill  
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With the Covid restrictions in place it was not possible for us to 

undertake the Churches Together Walk of Witness again this 

year.  We were, however, able to stage an “Act of Worship” in 

Christ Church that was very well attended and received. 

It consisted of several dramatic monologues spoken by people 

who would have been present at the foot of the Cross on that 

first Good Friday.  It was wonderful to hear words from the 

Apostles Peter and John, Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mother of 

Jesus, and others who witnessed Christ’s crucifixion. 

I am so grateful to everyone who took part and worked so hard 

to prepare their monologues, and everyone who supported us. 

I have had excellent feedback from 

those who came to Christ Church 

and were deeply moved by the oc-

casion. 

I pray that next year we will be 

able to meet outside, process once 

more, and perhaps give another 

“dramatic” presentation. 

Geoff Kirk 

Words from the Foot of the 

Cross 
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Anna Chaplaincy   
          for older people 
 

Some of you will have seen mention of Anna Chaplaincy in      

recent FYT fortnightly bulletins and may be wondering what it 

is all about, hence this article! 

Anna Chaplaincy for Older People began in Alton, Hampshire 

in 2010 and has since spread across the UK. There are now 160       

Anna Chaplains in the network, two thirds of whom are          

volunteers and mostly lay people. 

The first Anna Chaplain was Debbie Thrower. 

You may remember Debbie from when she 

was a member of the BBC South Today team, 

she later became a presenter on Songs of 

Praise and a Licensed Lay Reader. In 2014 

Debbie joined the Bible Reading Fellowship 

(BRF) to become team leader to develop their new initiative 

The Gift of Years whose vision was to resource the spiritual 

journey of older people. In 2019 the Gift of Years was refocused 

and renamed Anna Chaplaincy for Older People and now 

comes under the umbrella of BRF. 

Why the name Anna?  It was chosen for its echoes of Anna, the 

widow and faithful older person, who together with Simeon,  

recognised the baby Jesus as the Messiah and the fulfilment of 

God's promises. The Anna name reinforces the fact that much 

of the work is with those who have suffered loss and              

bereavement. It is a hope-filled ministry which highlights the 
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tradition of older people having prophetic voices and recognises 

that many older people have wisdom to impart to younger    

generations and life lessons to share. Appropriately, the name 

Anna means “gift” or “grace”. 

What is the role of an Anna Chaplain?  To offer a person        

centred and non-judgemental ministry for all people of strong 

faith, little faith or none. To offer spiritual support to older       

people wherever they may be, in the community, their own 

homes or residential care and to support their relatives and the 

carers/staff who look after them, especially those facing         

challenges. 

What might this involve?  Building relationships of friendship 

and mutual respect with older people; helping them reflect on 

their spiritual journey; offering spiritual support to enable them 

to live more peacefully in their last years and prepare to face the 

end of their earthly lives. Helping relatives and carers/staff to 

understand better the spiritual issues that older people face in 

the later stages of their lives. 

In addition to Anna Chaplains there are Anna Friends. Nation-

ally there are several hundred Anna Friends working alongside 

Anna Chaplains as volunteers. 

Who can be an Anna Chaplain?  Male or female, lay or             

ordained, but must be someone who is recognised by their local 

church as having the necessary qualities for this ministry to      

often vulnerable older people, their relatives and professional 
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carers. As a start, you need a heart for older people, to be non-

judgemental, and a good listener. 

This is a very brief introduction to the Anna Chaplaincy. More      

information can be found on the Anna Chaplaincy website: 

www.annachaplaincy.org.uk  or www.brf.org.uk 

If anyone feels called to this ministry, either as an Anna       

Chaplain or an Anna Friend, please contact Revd Leisa or Anne 

Powell for an informal chat. 

The Anna Chaplaincy Prayer 

Faithful God, 

You have promised in Christ to be with us                       

to the end of time. 

Come close to those who have lived long and                

experienced much. 

Help them to continue to be faithful and, within the      

all-age kingdom of God, to find ways to go on giving and 

receiving your grace, day by day. 

For your glory and your kingdom. 

Amen 

http://www.annachaplaincy.org.uk/
http://www.brf.org.uk/
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NEXT EDITION 

Our next magazine will be a review of May, June and July 

with a look ahead to Autumn. 

 

Why not share your favourite West Wight walks?  

A book review? Your lockdown experience? 

A favourite prayer or poem? 

Anything that may be of interest to our FYT family - it is 

your magazine! 

magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk  

or via Julia at fytparishes@gmail.com . 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We also need a reporting team - someone from each church 

to tell us what is going on and who will encourage others to 

tell their stories.  

Our churches are full of amazing people who have led, are 

still leading, amazing lives - let’s celebrate them! 

 

Reporters don’t need to produce finished articles—in fact 

we’d rather you didn’t. Just give us the text and pictures 

and we’ll do the rest. 
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Community Groups preparing with 

Hope for a fresh start…. 

Our Place has reopened in the 

form of 2 small support groups 

on Tuesday mornings in line 

with current Covid regulations. 

We hope to expand these         

sessions and open new ones as 

restrictions are eased. To book 

any of our sessions, call 752168 

(option 2) or email 

help@westwight.org.uk . 

N.B. All start dates are dependent on the Government’s 

Roadmap out of Lockdown going ahead as planned. 

Preparing for a 

September relaunch 

The West Wight  

Dementia Choir 
Restarts 

May 19th 
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The team of CTWW volunteers       

running Oasis hope to open again 

and welcome folk back on      

Monday 17th May, 10am – 12 

noon. Social distancing guidelines 

will be adhered to. 

Refreshments available, bring 

your own knitting, crochet and 

sewing, with lots of conversation 

and listening, too.  

Book in advance weekly – tel 

07800662563 or email                     

freshwatermc@gmail.com 

The West Wight Timebank has been active 

throughout the pandemic but in new ways. 

They have produced well  being boxes, food 

bags, and growing boxes amongst  other 

things and given them to people in the      

community.  You can read more about the 

timebank on their website http://action4support.co.uk/index.html  

 

The timebank teamed up with the 

Real Junk Food Project to hold an 

event at Freshwater Parish Hall in 

April. It is hoped that this will     

become a regular occurrence -

watch this space! 

mailto:freshwatermc@gmail.com
http://action4support.co.uk/index.html


24 

As many of you are aware, Anne has been very involved in 

leading a number of special groups on behalf of CTWW. This 

included a ministry to residential CTWW Care Homes, always 

concerned not only for the residents and their families, but also 

for the staff.  

Anne also introduced into West Wight the joyful Dementia 

Friendly Services held three times a year, at Harvest, Christmas 

and Easter, which included carefully planned Bible readings, 

sometimes one of her own poems specially composed for the  

occasion, and carefully chosen hymns and songs. There were  

always colourful displays of pictures, photos, books and other 

interesting items, too, relating to the theme of each festival. 

Anne also came up with idea of the monthly Memory Lane 

group, which was devised with the intention of exercising our 

brains, while having fun! Each 

meeting had a specific theme, 

and Anne would set up a table 

full of items relevant to that 

day’s subject, including picture 

postcards to talk about. There 

was music, again linked to that 

day’s subject, and always a quiz. Such a lot of preparation went 

into each Memory Lane meeting, and everyone was  encouraged 

THANK YOU TO ANNE LININGTON  

from Churches Together in West Wight 
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to talk about their own memories, hobbies or past work. It was a 

really good way of getting to know each other.  

So, Anne, as you step down from these roles we send you heart-

felt thanks and blessings for whatever God calls to you to next. 

Farewell Bishop Christopher 

You can read tributes to Bishop Christopher here: 

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/news/2021/04/24/

tributes-paid-bishop-he-steps-down/  
 

His farewell service, a choral evensong, is still available to 

watch on the same webpage and also on YouTube here:  

https://youtu.be/7O6eYtplOPw 

Bishop Christopher, his wife Revd Sallie Davenport, 
and their three children. 

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/news/2021/04/24/tributes-paid-bishop-he-steps-down/
https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/news/2021/04/24/tributes-paid-bishop-he-steps-down/
https://youtu.be/7O6eYtplOPw
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Keep the dates! More information will follow. 

Easy Does It 

A chair-based exercise class suitable for anyone 

of restricted mobility or fitness run by the West 

Wight Sports and Community Centre 

  

Freshwater Methodist Church 
 

Starts Wednesday 26th May 11:15—12:15  

Cost  £5 
 

Must be booked in advanced: call 752168  
(can be booked up to 8 days in advance.) 
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A Prayer 

Henry Nouwen 

Submitted by Lizzie 

Hutchinson 

Dear Lord 

Help me to keep my eyes on you.  You are the incarnation of  

Divine Love, you are the expression of God’s infinite               

compassion, you are the visible manifestation of the Father’s  

holiness.   

You are beauty, goodness, gentleness, forgiveness and mercy.  

In you all can be found.  Outside of you nothing can be found.  

Why should I look elsewhere, or go elsewhere?  You have the 

words of eternal life, you are food and drink, you are the Way, 

the Truth and the Life.  You are the light that shines in the dark-

ness, the lamp on the lampstand, the house on the hilltop.  You 

are the perfect Icon of God.  In and through you I can see the 

Heavenly Father and with you I can find my way to Him. 

O Holy One, Beautiful One, Glorious One, be my Lord, my    

Saviour, my Redeemer, my Guide, my Consoler, my Comforter, 

my Hope, my Joy and my Peace.  To you I want to give all that I 

am.  Let me be generous, not stingy or hesitant.  Let me give 

you all – all that I have, think, do and feel.  It is yours, O Lord.  

Please accept it and make it fully your own. 

AMEN 
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We Seek Your Kingdom  

(written for Thy Kingdom Come, sung to the tune of Abide With Me) 

  

We seek your kingdom throughout every sphere  

We long for heaven’s demonstration here  

Jesus your light shine bright for all to see  

Transform, revive, and heal society  

 

Before all things, in him were all things made  

Inspiring culture, media, and trade  

May all our work serve your economy  

Transform, revive, and heal society  

 

Peace, truth, and justice reigning everywhere  

With us be present in our public square  

Fill all who lead with your integrity  

Transform, revive, and heal society  

 

Forgive us Lord, when we have not engaged  

Failing to scribe your heart on history’s page  

Make us again what we were made to be  

Transform, revive, and heal society  

 

Faithful to govern ever may we be  

Selfless in service, loving constantly  

In everything may your authority  

Transform, revive, and heal society  
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